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Traditional Identity Rooting and its impacts on the
Contemporary Architecture in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
""Makkah Al-Mukaramah as a case study"'
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Throughout Kingdom of Saudi Arabia plan on sustainable development towards achieving the ambitious vision of KSA
in 2030, including the architectural vision and especially urban space in Makkah which is of great importance to all
Muslims; therefore, it must preserve its uniqueness among all Islamic cities in various fields, including the urban and
architectural field. Therefore, it must preserve its own identity and architectural character that distinguishes it from

others.
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Hence the problem of the study is the emergence of a contemporary urban environment in Makkah which lacks the
original identity of the traditional architectural and architectural environment of Makkah, because of the changes of
intellectual architecture. Therefore, the research aims studying the traditional Makkah urban design and architecture,
also focusing on the surrounding environment in which was formed in the past, Hence, the current state of affairs is
explained with regard to the possibility of establishing the modern Makkah architectural environment, which has the
originality of the past and the future, The research hypothesis assumes that if the traditional and local architectural
vocabulary is revived, the general character of the city will be rooted in its contemporary architecture, especially the
surrounds of the Holy Mosque in Makkah and the preservation of its identity. The research will follow the comparative
descriptive and descriptive method, The research hypothesis assumes that if the traditional and local architectural
vocabulary is revived, the general character of the city will be rooted in its contemporary architecture, especially the
surrounds of Masjid Al-Haram in Makkah. The research will follow the comparative descriptive and descriptive
approach, to active the vocabulary of Islamic architecture in a contemporary design for the revival of these items in
order to implement the contemporary requirements, and keep pace with the versatility of the buildings that surround
the Masjid Al-Haram in Makkah, As well as conservation recommendations, revival , continuity and sustainability of the
heritage values.

key words: Rooting and Contemporary - Preservation - Islamic Identity - Sustainable Development -

Revival of heritage vocabulary - Architectural Character
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