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Abstract: Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) is gaining wide acceptability globally as a high capacity,
faster and safer public transport mode. The study was undertaken to determine efficacy
of BRT for Makkah, the most honorable and highly cosmopolitan city which is host to
millions of visitors from across the globe. The study gives state of the practice, alongwith
documenting case histories of successful models. The analysis revealed that the
challenges currently being experienced by the visitors and local community at Makkah
are enormous, mainly due to lack of requisite modern mass transit facilities and primitive
practices viz a viz exponential growth in the visitors and Umrah / Hajj related activities.
Whereas, a critical comparison in terms of capacity, cost and infrastructural needs
indicated that BRT holds great promise for Makkah. BRT provides efficient travel, with
comfortable and luxurious facilities, essentially emulating the performance of a modern
rail based transit system, but at a fraction of the cost.

The study presents integrated and sustainable institutional framework and operational
mechanism for efficient travel management. It gives design of a typical BRT corridor
together with its salient components, ensuring prevailing socio-cultural and
environmental compatibility. The study provides promising basis for integrated,
sustainable and economical mass transportation in Makkah, with potential to be
extended to other modes of transport and even travel to Jeddah, the logistic base of
Makkah.



