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Architectural Criticism between Objectivity and Subjectivity
Dr. Asma Hasan Al-dabbagh

Abstract:

Architectural criticism is one of the most valuable educational tools for
architectural design. Although it is a subjective human product, its objectivity means
getting positive judgments connected with the grade of architectural product. This is
the research problem whose definitions are concluded in this paper which also
demonstrates the causes of the critics’ biases. Through application on architectural
students at the University of Mosul, the findings proved that architectural criticism
is subjective, mainly because the critics deal with aesthetics and symbolic criteria.
This paper lays down a set of guidelines to reach objective criticism such as
employing different kinds of criteria, linking the project with its context, critical
opinions supported by reason, and explicit prejudges. In effect, the evaluating jury
may improve validity and professionalism of architectural criticism.

Keywords: Architectural Criticism, Objectivity, Subjectivity, Evaluation.
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