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Urban Heritage Between Expansion of
Neighboring Urban Communities and Necessity
of Preservation:

A case Study: Al-Ma’adeed Municipality, Algeria.

ISalima Soshi & *Bou Jomaa Khalafallah

'E-mail: salimasadz@gmail.com

Abstract

Due to the social, economic and even political changes undergone by urban
communities that have great impact on the use of urban space as an inevitable result of
the growing needs of the population for the implementation of development programs
for the rise of the urban level of the community.

The scarcity of viable urban land for reconstruction led to an urbanization of urban centers
in neighboring areas assigned to other functions specifically archaeological sites. This extension
has become a real danger for them and threatens their existence despite their cultural dimension
and economic importance. Between determinism of urban extension and the need to preserve
the architectural heritage, planners and managers of cities are in a dilemma. Our choice of the
archaeological site of the «Qalaa Beni Hammed»Algerian as an example is made to study the
risks that expose it to danger because of the proximity extension of urban areas in a manner that
goes opposite to the plans, or their expansion is randomly achieved.

Based on the descriptive and analytical methods associated to a legal approach to
management, we will highlight the impact of this issue and its implications on the city of
«Becharay» and the consequences resulting from lack of control in the planning system and its
collateral effects on other sectors, including the archaeological site of «Kalaa of Beni Hammad.»

In this view, we go through this research paper to study the impacts of extending
the current and future space of proximity urban areas in the municipality of Maadid, on
the archaeological site of «Qalaa Beni Hammed» as a model, giving alternatives to the
existing urban expansion plans on the one hand, and the search for ways to value this
heritage on the other, according to the standards inspired by the depth and accumulation
of our urban and architectural heritage, with the introduction of ideas for successful
experiences, reformulated according to the requirements of the urban identity.

Keywords: Architectural Heritage - preservation needs - urban expansion -
Archaeological site «Qalaa Beni Hammed».
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