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The Understanding of Venerable Muslim Ancestors for Islamic Texts (Its
Reality, Significance and Evidences)
Abstract :

Praise be to Allah alone; blessing and peace upon whom there is no Prophet.

This research, which is titled (the understanding of venerable Muslim ancestors for
Islamic texts (Its reality, significance and evidences), is authored by Dr. Abdullah Omar
AlDimaiji, a teaching staff member at Umm Al-Qura University. It aims at shedding light on the
issue of (the understanding of venerable Muslim ancestors for Islamic texts), especially after the
emergence of writers whose claim that we should not necessarily abide ourselves with the
comprehension of these people, who lived fourteen centuries ago, for these texts; but that it is
essential that we re-comprehend these texts in a new manner that copes with temporary life and
harmonizes with its requirements. In fact, we noticed that the appearance of disturbing new calls
for renewing the religious discourse in general and discourse of venerable Muslim ancestors in
particular, for re- reading of texts as well as for the spreading of easiness phenomenon and new
version claiming the understanding of venerable Muslim ancestors. This research is divided into
three chapters and a conclusion; the first on the realty of the understanding of venerable Muslim
ancestors for Islamic texts, the second on its significance and the care given by scholars for its
recording and third on evidences as well as the fruits expected to be reaped by abiding to it.

The most significant result of the research is that venerable Muslim ancestors had
special characteristics that were not possessed by any one other than them, an act that makes it
incumbent upon us to prefer their understanding to that of others who came after them in
sequence for the following reasons:

- Their resources of knowledge acquisition, as well as language and comprehension
were safe; they were present when the Qur'anic verses (Islamic texts) were revealed and they
attended the sermons and guidance of the Holy Prophet when he was alive; they displayed due
keenness in knowledge acquisition and understanding as well as applying what they learned, an
act that guaranteed them more proper understanding which could not be matched by that of any
other group of people.

This necessitates that any one seeking true knowledge must know and follow the
understanding of venerable Muslim ancestors for Islamic texts after through review of such texts.
It was indicated that the greatest cause for innovation in Islamic religion and for deviation from
the true path (moderate), exercise of excessiveness and negligence, whether in the past or present,
is the improper tendency in the understanding of venerable Muslim ancestors for Islamic Texts; as
such erroneous comprehension is purported to discourage people from using such texts, invalidate
their Islamic significances and create disagreement over them. However, it must be said that the
understanding of venerable Muslim ancestors for Islamic texts is the only way for knowing what
Allah Almighty and the Holy Prophet (May blessing and peace be upon him) wanted for us; and it
is looked upon as a crucial element that fights innovation, controls the criteria in distinguishing
Sunnah from the acts of innovation in religion, serves as safeguard against dispute, secures
tranquility and abolishes suspicion. The above are the most significant results of the research; but
there are other minor ones which are mentioned at the end of the research. We supplicate Allah
Almighty to make this research pure for His sake and beneficial for His believing servants.
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