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The Arabic definite article La:m
Dr. Mohammad Al-Daghreri

Abstract

The text being edited in this paper is an invaluable piece of work
of Isa bin Mohammad Alhasani Alhusaini Al-Shafi'i, known as Al'Safawi
(died — 954 AH) on the Arabic definite article La:m, and its variants. The
text was based on a preface consisting of six issues and two themes,
written in opposition to 'Alauddin Ali bin Muhammad Algawshaji (died
879 AH). The author denoted the places of differences between those he
called "the editors" and those who followed Algawshaji's taxonomy of
the definite article La:m.

The author is one of those who believed that the definite article
La:m is solely an / | / sound. His style tends to be logical due to the
influence of logicians of that time in dealing of his taxonomy,
discussions and terms.

The value of this text is evident in the fact that the topic had not
been given attention to by the grammarians, and also due to the lack of
discussions on the issue of the definite article La:m, as the interest then
was restricted to the article's function.

The work represents an important era of the lifespan of the
author. It depicts a picture of intellectual debate among scholars of that
time.

As to the description of the edited text in this paper, it consists of
two aspects: first, it concerns the biography of the author, his life,
information about his ancestors, teachers, disciples and his works;
second, it concerns a study of the text, its subject, author's thoughts on
the Arabic definite article and the method and style of the text.

The conclusion includes a list of terms used in the original text.
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